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The Holy Sacrifice ofthe Mass today is celebrated in Contemporary Rite (Mass booklet from page 63);

With special intention for ll Joseph Kubeck Sr, [on his 94tn birthday anniversary);

Requested by Janet & Paul Tropeano;

Celebrant: Lord you are the Hope of our Salvation

ALL: I will hear what God proclaims; The Lord - for he proclaims peace to His people.
Near indeed is His salvation to those who fear him.

Celebrantt Lord you are the Hope of our Salvation

Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss.
Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and justice shall look down from heaven.

Celebrant: Lord you are the Hope of our Salvation

The Lord himself will give his benefits; and our land shall increase.

Celebrant: Lord you are the Hope of our Salvation

A reading from the Book of ]eremiah 1as:r+-to)

The days are coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and

Judah. In those days, in that time, I will raise up for David a just shoot; he shall do what is right and just in
the land. In those days Judah shall be safe and Jerusalem shall dwell secure; this is what they shall call
her: "The LORD our justice."

Psalm (25) Response: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

Your ways, 0 L0RD, make known to me; teach me your paths, guide me in your truth
and teach me, for you are God my savior, and for you I wait all the day,

Response: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

Good and upright is the LORD; thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to justice, and teaches the humble his way.

Response: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

All the paths ofthe LORD are kindness and constancy toward those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
The friendship of the LORD is with those who fear him, and his covenant, for their instruction.
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Response: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

A reading from the First Letter of St Paul
to the Thessalonians (4:12-4:2)

Brothers and sisters: May the Lord make
you increase and abound in love for one another
and for all, just as we have for you, so as to

lYe are Catholic faith community called lo seme God
and others through Eucharist, prayer, education,

and daily living of the Gospel values.
Everyone is always welcome to worship with us

in our beautiful church. It is a house ofprayer for all,
who with sincere heart desire to praise the only God.

strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord

lesus with all his holy ones. Amen.
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Finally, brothers and sisters, we earnestly ask and exhort you in the Lord Jesus that, as you
received from us how you should conduct yourselves to please God and as you are conducting yourselves
you do so even more. For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

GospelAcclamation: Alleluia,alleluia,alleluia!
Show us, Lord, your love; and grant us your salvation.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St Luke (21:25-2a,34-36)

Jesus said to his disciples: "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the
stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring ofthe sea and
the waves. People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world,
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But when these signs begin to
happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your redemption is at hand.

"Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the
anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a trap. For that day will assault everyone
who lives on the face of the earth. Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength to escape
the tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man."

General Intercession: Resoonse: Lord, hear our humble prayer.
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What
Is Advent?
History &
Meaning -

For many
Christians
unfamiliar with
the liturgical year,
there may be some
confusion

surrounding the meaning of the Advent season.

Some people may know that the Advent season
focuses on expectation and think that it serves as

an anticipation of Christ's birth in the season
leading up to Christmas. This is part of the story
but there's more to Advent.

The word "Advent" is derived from the
Latin word adventus, meaning "coming," which is
a translation of the Greek word parousia. Scholars
believe that during the 4th and 5th centuries in
Spain and Gaul, Advent was a season of
preparation for the baptism of new Christians at
the January feast of Epiphany, the celebration of
God's incarnation represented by the visit of the
Magi to the baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1), his baptism
in the Jordan River by lohn the Baptist (John 1:291,

and his first miracle at Cana (John 2:1J. During this
season of preparation, Christians would spend 40
days in penance, prayer, and fasting to prepare for
this celebration; originally, there was little
connection between Advent and Christmas.

By the 6th century however, Roman
Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ.
But the "coming" they had in mind was not Christ's
first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his
second coming in the clouds as the judge of the
world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the
Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ's first
coming at
Christmas.

Advent sToday
Today, the

season of Advent
lasts for four Sundays leading up to Christmas. At
that time, the new Christian year begins with the
twelve-day celebration of Christmastide, which
lasts from Christmas Eve until Epiphany on

January 6. (Advent begins on Sunday that falls
betvveen November 27th and December 3rd each
year.J This year Advent begins on November 28th.
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Advent also symbolizes the present
situation of the church in these "last days" fActs
2:17, Hebrews l:2), as God's people wait for the
return of Christ in glory to consummate his eternal
kingdom. The church is in a similar situation to
Israel at the end of the Old Testament: in exile,
waiting and hoping in prayerful expectation for the
coming of the Messiah. Israel looked back to God's
past gracious actions on their behalf in leading
them out of Egypt in the Exodus, and on this basis,

they called for God once again to act for them. In
the same way, the church, during Advent, looks
back upon Christ's coming in celebration while at
the same time looking forward in eager

anticipation to the coming of Christ's kingdom
when he returns for his people. In this light, the
Advent hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"
perfectly represents the church's cry during the
Advent season:

O come, 0 come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appears.

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

While Israel would have sung the song in
expectation of Christ's first coming, the church now
sings the song in commemoration of that first
coming and in expectation of the second coming in
the future.

AdventWreath
The origins of the Advent wreath are found in

the folk practices of the pre-Christian Germanic
peoples who, during the cold December darkness
of Eastern Europe, gathered wreaths of evergreen
and lighted fires as signs of hope in a coming
spring and renewed light.

Christians kept these popular traditions alive,
and by the 16th century Catholics and Protestants
throughout Germany used these symbols to
celebrate their Advent hope in Christ, the
everlasting Light. From Germany the use of the
Advent wreath spread to other parts of the
Christian world.

Traditionally, the wreath is made of four
candles in a circle of evergreens. Three candles are
violet, a sign of penance. These candles are lit on
the first, second and fourth weeks of Advent. On

the third week a rose (pink] candle is lit. This week
is known as "Gaudete" Sunday, Latin for "rejoice."

The circular wreath represents the fact that God

has no beginning and no end. The evergreen
branches stand for
everlasting life. In
addition to these
four candles, a

white candle is
placed in the
center of their
Advent wreath.
This candle is
called the Christ candle and is lit on Christmas Day
to represent the birth of Christ.

The symbolism/theme of the candles in Advent
wreath

1st purple candle: PROPHECY CANDTE
symbolizes Hope;

2nd purple candle: BETHLEHEM CANDLE
symbolizes Peace;

3.d pink candle: SHEPHERD CANDLE
symbolizes loy;

4th purple candle: ANGEL CANDLE

symbolizes Love and,..
a center white candle called THE CHRIST CANDLE
and is to be lit on Christmas Day.

) The ftrst Sunday of Advent season marks the beginning ofthe New Year in
the Church liturgy. Traditionally lighting of Advent wreath candles will
take place before the Mass" Today, on behalf of all men, John Kwiatkowski wlll
light the first candle. Next Sunday the second candle will light Lorraine Zollo
in behalf of all women.



) Our Christmas Party is schedule for Sunday, December 12th following the Mass. Please plan to attend
and encourage your family and fiends to join us for this special time of fellowship and joy. Sign-up sheet
is available on the parish hall.

) Pierogi project. A workshop to make pierogi is scheduled for this Saturday, December 4th.

) We thank everyone who donated canned vegetables to the Thanksgiving Baskets that will be
distributed to those in need in our local communilt this week. We've collected 164 cans of corn!

) Beginning this Sunday, as an option, Holy Communion will be available at the Communion railing for
those who wish to kneel while receiving Eucharist. Those who still wish to receive Communion while
standing will also be able to do so.

) Special Thanks to Lorraine Zollo who dedicated her time and decorated our church for Advent season.

) Holy water is available again at the entrances to the church.

) The $37,000 church and rectory roof replacement project is complete, As agreed, we are continuing
our fundraising campaign for this project. There are specially designed envelopes on the back of the
church for this purpose. This is a FREE WILL donation and all collected money will go directly to fund
this project. Each one-time or regular monthly contributions is greatly appreciated.

So far, we have received a donation form: Bill Lazowski, Ros Zemeir, Ewa & Zbigniew Kiwak, David
Kosakowski, Laura Krajewski, Ken Krasko, Helen Ruest, Trtavis & Cheryl Schweiser, Diane Szczesiul,
Kurtis Szczesiul, Janet & Paul Tropeano. Total funds raised are $6,900 - 78,6%o. Thank you for your
understanding and support.

) ANNUAL PARISH MEETING is scheduled for Sunday, January 30th, 2022, following the Mass.

) Christmas Wafers (OPLATRI) - are blessed and availoble during Advent season. Please see the father.

) Holy Communion visits (sick visits). lf you are conJined at home or have a family member at hospital or
nursing home unable to take part in Sunday Mass and Sacraments, please notify the father to set the day
and time for pastoral visit In case of emergenqt call directly the father @ 475-208-4455.

1 Please remember in your prayer those who are suffering, sick or confined
at home, hospitals and nursing homes, especially our parishioners and

friends: Cheryl Peters (Oxford, CT), Diana Raczkowski (Naugatuck, CT),

Sarah Squezello (Stratford, CT), Logan Caruso (Wolcott, CT).

) Reminder: Approaching the end of the year please make sure you are up to date with your church
obligations. There are still few weeks to meet them. If possible, please remit your 2027 financial
obligations by Christmas, allowing us to balance the church account by December 31st. Thankyou.

) Open Mass intentions - lf you want to thank God for His gifts or special grace you have received from
Him, or offer prayer for somebody, (living or dead) feel free and book your Mass intention in advance.
Please contact directly Fr. Paul or call the rectory 203-729-4035.

I lf you feet that you have experienced in some ways the btessing in your life,
maybe it is important to share with others what you have received from God.

ln your generosity, please consider a donation ot bequest to Holy Saviour Parish.
Thank you very much and may God continue His blessin9 upon you.

-# fr.member
Our itr*


