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The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass today is celebrated in Contemporary R.ite (see pg, 63 and on);
Mass Intention for this Sunday is available. Ifyou have one, please see Father Paul before the Mass.

Ezekiel ltttzz-z+1
the Lord G0D: l, too, will take from the crest of the

A reading from the Book of

Thus says
cedar, from its topmost branches tear offa tender shoot, and plant it on
a high and lofty mountain; on the mountain heights of Israel I will plant
it. It shall put forth branches and bear fruit, and become a maiestic
cedar. Birds of every kind shall dwell beneath i! every winged thing in
the shade of its boughs. And all the trees of the field shall know that I,
the LORD, bring low the high tree, lift high the lowly tree, wither up the green tree, and make the
withered tree bloom. As I, the LORD, have spoken, so will I do.
Psalm

(92)

Lord, it is good to give thanks to you,
It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praise to your name, Most High,
To proclaim your kindness at dawn and your faithfulness throughout the nighu
Response: Lord, it is good to give thanks to you,
The just one shall flourish like the palm tree, Iike a cedar of Lebanon shall he grow.
They that are planted in the house ofthe LORD shall flourish in the courts ofour God.
Response: Lord,, it is good to give thanks to you,
They shall bear fruit even in old age; vigorous and sturdy shall they be,
Declaring how just is the LORD, my rock, in whom there is no wrong.
Response: Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.
Response;

A reading from the Second Letter of St Paul to the

Corinthians

(5:6-10)

Brothers and sisters: We are always courageous, although we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yet we are courageous, and we
would rather leave the body and go home to the Lord. Therefore, we aspire to please him, whether we are
at home or away. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive
recompense, according to what he did in the body, whether good or evil.

GospelAcclamation: Alleluia,alleluia,alleluia!
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower, All who come to him

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St

with

Jesus said to the crowds: "This is how it is
the kingdom of God; it is as if a man were to

Mark

will live forever.

(4:26-34)

are Catholic communigt called to serve God
and others through Eucharisl prayer, education,
and daily living ofthe Gospel values.
Everyone is always welcome to worship with us
in our beautiful church. It is a house of prayer for all,
who with sincere heart desire to praise the only God.
We

scatter seed on the land and would sleep and rise
night and day and through it all the seed would
sprout and grow, he knows not how. 0f its own
accord the land yields fruit, first the blade, then
the ear, then the full grain in the ear, And when
the grain is ripe, he wields the sickle at once, for the harvest has come."

He said, "To what shall we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable
can we use for it? It is like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the ground, is
the smallest of all the seeds on the earth. But once it is sown, it springs up and
becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the
sky can dwell in its shade." With many such parables he spoke the word to them as
they were able to understand it. Without parables he did not speak to them, but to
his own disciples he explained everything in private.

General

Intercession:

Response:

Father, in your love, hear our prayer.

)

Most of the restrictions regarding Covid-19 have been lifted by the state. The world is coming back to
normal. In our parish everyone is fully vaccinated so, wearing a mask in the church is now optional,
while social distancing is still recommended, to make yourself feel more comfortable.
Parish Board monthly meeting will be held NEXT Sunday, June 20th, after morning Mass.
Happy Birthday to Dorothy Derouin who will be celebrating her birthdays tomorrow. 0n behalf of our
parish,we wish her lots ofhealth, happiness and God's blessing for every day of their life. 100 LAT!!!
Holy Communion visits (sick visits). If you are confined at home or have a family member at hospital or
nursing home unable to take part in Sunday Mass and Sacraments, please notify the father to set the day and
time for pastoral visit. In case of emergency call directly the father @ 475-208-4455,
In July, Fr, Tom Walsh will be celebrating Sunday Masses in our church due to the absence of Fr. Paul,
who is going on vacation. So, four Sundays in
Please remember in your prayer those who are suffering, sick or confined at home,
F4 Rentember hospitals and nursing homes, especially our parishioners and friends: Cheryl Peters
1urSt* f1xford, CT), Diana Raczkowski (Naugatuck, CT), Sarah Squezello (Stratfod, CT),
Logan Caruso (Wolcott, CT).
Rest in Peace - Please pray for the soul of Wendell Barry who passed away on June 3'd. He has been
buried yesterday at PNCC cemetery in Stratford. May his soul and the souls ofall our departed rest in peace.
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Building God's Kingdom
Today's gospel reading consists of two parables about seeds. In the first, Jesus tells
those gathered that this is "how it is with the kingdom of God." A man scatters seed which
over time sprouts and develops. Then when the grain is ripe, the man harvests his crop.
The emphasis in the parable is on the seed, which seemingly has the power to grow on its
own. In this it is like the Kingdom of God. And just as the seed in the parable needs time to
grow, so does God's kingdom.
The second parable focuses on the tiny mustard seed. Though not the smallest ofall
seeds, it is most likely the smallest that a first-century farmer in lesus' part of the world
would have sown, Small as the mustard seed is, it develops into a tree. Though the mustard tree generally
averages only nine to tvyelve feet in height, it has a wide expanse and provides a nesting place for birds.
Just as the tree welcomes the birds, so is God's kingdom welcoming and open to many.
These parables help us discern something about the kingdom ofGod and our own faith. In God we
live and move and have our being, but God is a mystery and his kingdom, though present, has not yet
come into its fullness. Today, the Kingdom ofGod is present in the Church. The mission of proclaiming the
Good News of the Kingdom given to the Apostles is now given to us. But just as seeds need time to come
to fruition, so does the Kingdom of God. We know that it will come in its fullness at the end of time.
Also, when we say in the Lord's Prayer, "Your Kingdom come", we are praying that people
everyvyhere put themselves under this loving power of God. And our first call as Christians is to belong to,
to enter that Kingdom and not just to be a member of the Church. The Church is, in so far as it is faithful
to the call of Christ, part of the Kingdom but the Kingdom extends far beyond the membership of the
Church. The Church is, when it is being what it should be, the sacrament or visible sign of the Kingdom.

