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The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass today is celebrated in Traditional Rite (begins from page 15);

With a special intention for the grace of health and healing for Robert Kein;

A reading from the book of the prophet |eremiah (1:4-5,17-19)

The word oF the LORD came to me, saying: Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before
you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you.

But do you gird your loins; stand up and tell them all that I command you. Be not crushed on their
account, as though I would leave you crushed before them; for it is I this day who have made you a

fortified city, a pillar of iron, a wall of brass, against the whole land: against fudah's kings and princes,
against its priests and people. They will fight against you but not prevail over you, for I am with you to
deliver you, says the LORD.

Psalm (71) Response; I will sing of your salvation.

In you, 0 LORD, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame,
In your justice rescue me, and deliver me;
incline your ear to me, and save me.

Response: I will sing of your salvation.

Be my rock of refuge, a stronghold to give me safety, for you are my rock and my fortress.
0 my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked.

Response: I will sing of your salvation.

For you are my hope, 0 Lord; my trust, O God, from my youth.
On you I depend from birth; From my mother's womb you are my strength.

Response; I will sing ofyour salvation.
My mouth shall declare your iustice, day by day your salvation.
O God, you have taught me from my youth, and till the present I proclaim your wondrous deeds.

Response: I will sing of your salvation.

A reading from the First Letter of St Paul to the Corinthians {13:4-13}

Brothers and sisters: Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous, it is not
inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over
injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but re.joices with the truth. It bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things. - Love never fails. If there are prophecies, they will be brought
to nothing; if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing. For we know partially
and we prophesy partially, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I
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used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason
as a child; when I became a man, I put aside
childish things. At present we see indistinctly,
as in a mirror, but then face to face. At present
I know partially; then I shall know fully, as I
am fully known. So faith, hope, love remain,
these three; but the greatest ofthese is love.



GospelAcclamation: Alleluia,alleluia,alleluia!

The Lord sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives.

A reading from the Gospel according to St Luke (4:21-301

fesus began speaking in the synagogue, saying: "Today this Scripture passage is
fulfilled in your hearing." And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at the gracious
words that came from his mouth. They also asked, "lsn't this the son of Joseph?" He said

to them, "Surely you will quote me this proverb, 'Physician, cure yourself,' and say, 'Do here in your native
place the things that we heard were done in Capernaum."' And he said, "Amen, I say to you, no prophet is
accepted in his own native place. Indeed, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah
when the sky was closed for three and a halfyears and a severe famine spread over the entire land. It was
to none of these that Elijah was sent, but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon. Again, there
were many lepers in Israel during the time of Elisha the prophet; yet not one of them was cleansed, but
only Naaman the Syrian." \{hen the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all filled with fury.
They rose up, drove him out ofthe town, and led him to the brow ofthe hill on which their town had been
built, to hurl him down headlong. But Jesus passed through the midst ofthem and went away.

General Intercession: Response: Lord, in your love, hear our humble prayer,

) Pastoral Care Visit. The two great Sacraments: the Eucharist & Holy Anointing may be a source ofgrace
and health for a sick person. So ifyou are confined at home or have a family member at hospital or nursing
home unable to take part in Sunday Mass and Sacraments, please notify the father to set the day and time
for pastoral visit In case of emergency call directly the father mobile phone 475-208-4455.

) NoIa: Cheese/Potato pierogi and golabki (stuffed-cabbage), are available for sale in the parish hall.

Renwmbu
2ur Sick

) Please remember in your prayer those who are suffering, sick or confined at
home, hospitals and nursing homes, especially our parishioners and friends: Cheryl
Peters (1xford, CT), Josephine Kosik (Southbury, CT), Stella Korowotny (Serenity

Mountain Manor, Jasper, GA), Helen Warner (Naugatuck, CT), Diana Raczkowski (Naugatuck, CT), Logan
Caruso (Wolcott, CT) and Robert Klein (Stratford, CT).

f Rest in Peace - In your charity please pray for the soul of James Raczkowski who passed away on
Thursday, January 31. Holy Mass in his memory will be celebrated on our church on Tuesday at 11t00AM.
There are no calling hours and committal will be held at the convenience ofthe family on a later date. - May
his soul and the souls ofall ofour faithful departed rest in peace.

BIBLICAL REFLECTION
God's words in today's First Reading point us beyond Jeremiah to lesus. Like Jeremiah,

Jesus was consecrated in the womb and sent as a "prophet to the nations". Like the prophets
before Him, Jesus too faces hostility. In today's Gospel, the crowd in His hometown synagogue
quickly turns on Him, apparently demanding a sign, some proof of divine origins - that He's
more than just "the son of Joseph."

The sign He gives them is that of the prophets Elijah and Elisha. From their colorful
careers Jesus draws two stories. In each, the prophets bypass "many. . . in Israel" to bestow God's
blessings on non-lsraelites who had faith that the prophets were men ofGod. "None . . . not one" in Israel
was found deserving, Jesus emphasizes. - His point isn't lost on His audience. They know He's likening
them to the "many . . . in Israel" in the days of the prophets. That's why they try to shove Him off the cliff.
As He promised to protect Jeremiah, the Lord delivers |esus from those who would crush Him. And as

were Elijah and Elisha, Jesus is sent to proclaim God's gift of salvation-not exclusively to one nation or
people, but to all who realize in faith that from the womb God alone is their hope, their rescuer, their
"rock of refuge," as we sing in today's Psalm.



Candlemas or the Feast

of the Presentation of f esus at the Temple is
a Feast Day celebrated by both the Western
and Eastern Churches.

The story is portrayed in Luke 2:22-
40 where foseph and Mary took fesus to the
Temple in Jerusalem 40 days after his birth
so that Mary could complete her ritual
purification. Ritual purification stems back
to a fewish tradition that women were
considered unclean after the birth of a
child. For 40 days for a boy, and 60 days for
a girl, women weren't allowed to worship
in the temple. At the end of this time,
women were brought to the Temple or
Synagogue to be purified. After the
ceremony women were allowed to take
part in religious services again. The mother
was to "bring to the Temple a lamb for a
holocaust and a young pigeon or
turtle dove for sin"; if she was not able
to offer a lamb, she was to take two
turtle doves or two pigeons; the priest
prayed for her and so she was cleansed.

Combined with this is the
Presentation of Jesus at the Temple since

Jesus, as the first born male child, would be
offered to God according to Mosaic Law in
the redemption of the First-born. The

lewish practice of presenting the first-born
of the womb began after the deliverance
from Egypt. Since it was only through the

sacrifice of the lamb that the first-born of
the Israelites were spared, the Chosen
people acknowledged that God had rights to
the first-born. Thus when it came time for
the woman to be "purified" the first-born
son was given to God and then bought back
with a price.

Mary and f oseph sacrificed tvvo
turtledoves and it was there that they
encountered the priest Simeon who prayed
what became called the Nunc Dimittis
(Canticle of Simeon), which prophesied the
redemption of the world by Jesus. Simeon
held the baby in his arms and said that he
would be a light for the Gentiles (Luke
2:32). lt is for this reason that this event is
called Candlemas. The Prophetess Anna
was also there and she offered up prayers
and praises to God for the redemption that
Jesus would bring.

Candlemas has been the traditional
time when the candles of the church are
blessed for the upcoming year. According
to some sources, Christians began
Candlemas in Jerusalem as early as the
fourth century and the lighting of candles
began in the fifth century. Other sources say
that Candlemas was observed by blessing
candles since the 11th century. An early
writing dating back to around 380 CE

mentioned that a feast of the Presentation
occurred in a church in Jerusalem. It was
observed on February 14th. The feast was
observed on February Znd in regions where
Christ's birth was celebrated on December
25th instead of the older custom of
Epiphany.

Candlemas is known as the
"Feast of the Presentation of Christ
in the Temple" in many eastern
churches. Other traditional names
in the western churches include
the "Feast for the Purification of
the Blessed Virgin Mary" as well as
the "Meeting of the Lord".


