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The Holy Sacrifice ofthe Mass today is celebrated in Contemporary Rite (see pg. 63 and on)

Mass Intention for this Sunday is available. Ifyou have your own please see father Paul before the Mass.

Celebrant Lord you are the Prince of Peace

ALL: Your ways, 0 Lord, make known to me;
teach me your paths, Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my Savior, and for you I wait.

Celebrant: Lord you are the Prince of Peace

ALL: Good and upright is the Lord; thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to )ustice he teaches the humble his way.

Celebrant: Lord you are the Prince of Peace

ALL: All the paths ofthe Lord are kindness and constancy
toward those who keep his covenant and His decrees.
The friendship ofthe Lord is with those who fear Him, and his covenant for their instruction.

Celebrant: Lord you are the Prince of Peace

First reading from the Book of Isaiah (11:1-10)

0n that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from
his roots a bud shall blossom. The spirit of the LoRD shall rest upon him: a

spirit of wisdom and of understanding, a spirit of counsel and of strength, a

spirit of knowledge and offear ofthe L0RD, and his delight shall be the fear of
the LORD. Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay shall he decide,
but he shall judge the poor with justice, and decide aright for the land's

afflicted. He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips
he shall slay the wicked. lustice shall be the band around his waist, and faithfulness a belt upon his hips.

Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and
the young lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide them. The cow and the bear shall be
neighbors, together their young shall rest; the lion shall eat hay like the ox. The baby shall play by the
cobra's den, and the child lay his hand on the
adder's lair. There shall be no harm or ruin on
all my holy mountain; for the earth shatt be
filled with knowledge of the LORD, as water
covers the sea. 0n that day, the root of Jesse,
set up as a signal for the nations, the Gentiles
shall seek out, for his dwelling shall be
glorious.

Psalm 72 Response; fustice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

O God, with your judgment endow the king, and with your justice, the king's son;
he shall govern your people with justice and your afflicted ones with judgment.

ll/e are Catholic faith community called to serve God
and others through Eucharist, prayer, education,

and daily living of the Gospel values. Therefore everyone
is always welcome to worship with us in our church.
It is a house of prayer for all, who with sincere heart
desire to praise the only God in his Son Jesus Christ.



Response: Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness ofpeace for ever.

Justice shall flower in his days, and profound peace, till the moon be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends ofthe earth.

Resronse; fustice shall flourish in his time, and fullness ofpeace for ever.

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; the lives ofthe poor he shall save,

Response.' Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness ofpeace for ever.

May his name be blessed forever; as long as the sun his name shall remain.
In him shall all the tribes ofthe earth be blessed; all the nations shall proclaim his happiness.

Response; fustice shall flourish in his time, and fullness ofpeace for ever.

Second reading from the Letter of St, Paul to the Romans 115;+-91

Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written previously was written for our instruction, that by
endurance and by the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance
and encouragement grant you to think in harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that
with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I say that Christ
became a minister of the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, to confirm the promises to the
patriarchs, but so that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: Therefore, I will praise
you among the Gentilesand sing praises to your name.

Gospel Acclamation: AIleluia, alleluia, alleluial

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Matlew (3:1-12)

fohn the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea and saying,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" It was of him that the prophet
Isaiah had spoken when he said: A voice of one crying out in the desert, Prepare the
way of the Lord, make straight his paths. John wore clothing made of camel's hair
and had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. At
that time ferusalem, all Judea, and the whole region around the Jordan were going
out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they
acknowledged their sins.

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism,
he said to them, "You brood of vipersl Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good
fruit as evidence ofyour repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our
father.' For I tell you, God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones, Even now the ax Iies at the
root ofthe trees. Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire. I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I.

I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan
is in his hand. He will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable fire."

General Intercessioni Response: Father, may your kingdom come.

? tf you feet that you have experienced in some ways the blessin| in your tife,
maybe it is important to share with others what you have received from God.

ln your generosity, please consider a donation or bequest to Holy Saviour Parish.
Thank you very much and may God continue His blessinS, upon you.
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In this week's Gospel Reading and next

week's, our Advent preparation for Christmas
invites us to consider John the Baptist and his
relationship to Jesus. In this week's Gospel,
Matthew describes the work and preaching of
John the Baptist who appears in the tradition of
the great prophets of Israel, preaching repentance
and reform to the people of Israel. He directs a
particularly pointed call to repentance to the
Pharisees and Sadducees, parties within the
Jewish community.

John was a man of destiny appointed by
God and would be described by Christ himself as
'the last and the greatest of the prophets.' We are
to see John therefore as a hinge, the link between
all those great figures of the Old Testament, such
as Abraham, Moses, David and Isaiah, and Jesus
Christ who fulfilled all the promises of that first
Testament and ushered in the New.

"Now John wore a
garment of camel's hair,
and o leather belt
around ftr's waist,,."
(Matthew 3;1J When the
father of John the Baptist,
Zechariah, could finally
speak after having been
struck dumb by the
Archangel Gabriel for his
lack of faith, Zechariah

prophesied by the Holy Spirit about his newborn
son whom he named John, "And you, child, will be
called the prophet of the Most High; for you wiII
go before the Lord to prepare His ways" 6tuke
1:76). Of course that is what young John grew up to
do - preach the coming of the Messiah: "Repenl
for the kingdom of heaven is at hqnd" (Mqtthew

3:2). And given his unique vocation, ]ohn the
Baptist decided he needed little else from the
world, including a roof over his head and
contemporary fashion on his back.

As the last of the Old Testament prophets,
and in the manner of Elijah as one living in the
desert, even john's clothing evoked his new
prophetic calling (Matthew 11:14; 17:11-13). For john
wore neither the "long garments" of the Pharisees
nor the "soft raiment" of those who live in "kings'

houses" (Mark 12:38; Matthew
11181. Instead John wore
garments of camel hair,
made from the rough,
longer hair from the camel's
neck and hump region. Such
sturdy material was also
used to make tents and
carpets. An added bonus,
was that living in the open desert where winter
temperatures fluctuated wildly, clothing made of
camel's hair also helped a person to maintain a

consistent body temperature...

"and his food was locusts
and wild honey" (Matthew 3:1).

ln in the time of John the
Baptist locusts were highly
prized for their nutritional
value. Besides, the locust was

also the only kosher insect the Jews were
permitted to eat (Leviticus 11:20-2i). But how did
they eat them? First, we should note that locusts
that happened to feed on sesame plants were
considered the besttasting. After pulling off the
wings, legs and heads, locusts were eaten raw but
they could also be roasted, pan-fried or boiled in
salt water which gave them the flavor of shrimp.
Or they could be preserved in honey and vinegar
and saved for later. Locusts were sometimes
dried, ground into a powder and mixed with
wheat flour. This not only extended the flour but
gave it some flavor. All things considered, the
locust was a versatile foodstuff for generations of
bibtical Jews.

"But when he saw
many of the Pharisees
and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them,
'You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from
the wroth to come"'
(Matthew 3:7)? It's no
surprise that snakes, and in
particular venomous
snakes [vipersJ, were
considered evil. And vipers were thought
especially wicked in that when the mother is
about to give birth, some of them will end up
biting through their mother's side, killing her.
Thus John's epithet, "You brood of vipers," was
especially insulting to the Pharisees.



John's preaching of the coming of the Lord
is a key theme of the Advent season. As John's

message prepared the way
for Jesus in the first
century, we, too, are called
to prepare ourselves for
]esus' coming. We respond
to John's message by our
repentance and reform of
our lives. We are also
called to be prophets of
Christ, who announce by
our lives, as John did, the

coming of the Lord. That precisely is the vocation
of each one of us wherever we are and in
whatever situation we find ourselves. Christ for

John had to come first. We, likewise, must keep
our gaze firmly fixed on Christ and then we shall
know peace of mind as we go about our daily lives.

We don't have to live like John the Baptist
to be an Advent people, but we do need to listen
to his message. He's telling us the time is always
short for those in need. God is waiting on our
roads, disguised in the people who have nothing
left but hope.

This coming Christmas, Christ desires to be
born again into the world - but it wilt be primarily
through the goodness and witness of our lives. We
pray that Saint |ohn the Baptist may assist us by
his prayers to courageously point out once more
this Christmas time the Lamb of God, the savior of
the world.

Beloved Saint John the Baptis! greatest prophet among those born of woman, who retired into the
wilderness to devote yourself to the practice of austerity and penance; obtain for us the Lord's grace to be
wholly detached, at least in our hearts, from earthly goods, and to practice Christian mortification this
Advent with interior recollection and with the spirit of holy prayer. Amen.

+ ADVENT WREATH. As it was in past years four representotives of our parish family will light up one
candle on Advent wreath each Sunday before Mass, They are as following:

@ December 1: James Nelson

@ December B: Jack Schweizer

Prayer to St. |ohn the Baptist

@ December 75: Julia Dudek

@ December 22: Aiden Klein ffi
) Our annual Christmas Party will be held todoy following the Mass. Pleose stay and join us for this
special time of fellowship and joy.

) Parish Board Monthly Meeting will be held NEXT Sunday December 75th after Mass.

) Christmas Wafers (OPLATKI) - are available to during Advent season. Please see the father.

) Holy Communion visits (sick visits). If you are confined at home or have a family member at hospital or
nursing home unable to take part in Sunday Mass and Sacraments, please notify the father to set the day and
time for pastoral visit. In case of emergency call directly the father @ 475-208-4455,

) Reminder: The end of the 2019 is coming! So please make sure you ore up to date with your church
obligations. There are still few weeks to meet them. If possible please remit your 2019 financial
obligations by December 1Sth, allowing us to balance the church account by December 31't. Thank you.

) Please remember in your prayer those who ore suffering, sick or confined at
home, hospitals and nursing homes, especially our parishioners and friends: CheryI
Peters (Oxford, CT), Josephine Kosik (Southbury, CT), Stella Korowotny (SereniQ
Mountain Manor, Jasper, GA), Helen Warner (Naugatuck, CT), Diana Raczkowski

!y'$ Remenhrr1t:dl 
Our Sick

INaugatuck, CT), Logan Caruso Molcott, CT), Robert Klein and Wendell Barry.

) 2020 Offering Envelopes - Sets of these envelopes for next year will be available next Sunday.

) Note: Cheese/Potato pierogi and golabki (stuffed-cabbage), are available for sale in the parish hall.


