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The Holy Sacrifice ofthe Mass today is celebrated in Traditional Rlte (see pg. 75 and on);

Mass Intention for this Sunday is available. If you have your own please see father Paul before the Mass.

Celebrant: Lord you are the Hope of our Salvation

ALL: I will hear what God proclaims; The Lord - for he proclaims peace to His people.
Near indeed is His salvation to those who fear him.

Celebrant: Lord you are the Hope ofour Salvation

ALL: Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss.
Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and justice shall look down from heaven.

Celebrant: Lord you are the Hope of our Salvation

ALL: The Lord himself will give his benefits; and our land shall increase.

Celebrant: Lord you are the Hope of our Salvation

First reading from the Book of Isaiah 1z:r-s1

This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem. In days to come, the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be

established as the highest mountain and raised above the hills. AII nations
shall stream toward it; many peoples shall come and say: "Come, let us

climb the LORD's mountain, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may
Vg"qDrffi# instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his paths." For from Zion shall go

forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the
nations, and impose terms on many peoples. They shall beat their swords into plowshares and

their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train
for war again. 0 house oflacob, come, let us walk in the light ofthe Lord!

Psalm 122 Response: Let us go reioicing to the house ofthe Lord.

I rejoiced because they said to me, "We will go up to the house of the LORD."
And now we have set foot within your gates, 0 Jerusalem.., Response: Letus 9o...

lerusalem, built as a city with compact unity.
To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LoRD... Response.' Let us 90...

According to the decree for Israel, to give thanks to the name ofthe LORD.
In it are set up judgment seats, seats for the house of David... Response: Letusgo...

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! May those who love you prosper!
May peace be within your walls, prosperity in your buildings... Response: Let us 90...

Because of my brothers and friends I will say, "Peace be within you!"
Because of the house of the LORD, our God, I will pray for your good... Response: Let usgo,..



Second reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans {l3:Ll-la)
Brothers and sisters: You know the time; it is the hour now for you to

awake from sleep. For our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed;
the night is advanced, the day is at hand. Let us then throw off the works of
darkness and put on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves properly as in
the day, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and lust, not in
rivalry and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the desires of the flesh.

GospelAcclamation: Alleluia,alleluia,alleluia!

Show us Lord, your love; and grant us your salvation.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St Mathew (24:37-44)

Jesus said to his disciples: "As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man. ln those days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up
to the day that Noah entered the ark. They did not know until the flood came and carried them all away.
So will it be also at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and
one will be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left. Therefore,
stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will come. Be sure of this: if the master of the
house had known the hour of night when the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let
his house be broken into. So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of
Man will come."

General Intercession: Response: Lord, in your love hear us.

) ADVENT begins NEXT Sunday. As itwas in past years four representatives ofour
up one candle on Adventwreath each Sunday before Mass. They are as following:

will lightparish family

&
) )ur annual Christmas Party is scheduled for NEXT Sunday of Advent, December 9th, following the Mass
Please invite your family and friends to join us for this special time of fellowship and joy. Sign-up sheet is
available on the parish hall.

) Special Thanks to Lorraine Zollo who dedicated her time and decorated our church for Advent season.

) Our Seniorate Advent Retreat at SL John's, Manchester CT will be held on December 27* (Saturday)

from 9:AM -l:PM. In the program among others there wiII be: healing prayer service, adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament with scripture readings and Taize chants. Donation to cover the retreat costs is $10. The

Parish Committee needs to know until December 2nd how many people are coming from our parish.

) Reminder: There are 5 more weeks till the end of 2019. Approaching the end of the year please make
sure you are up to date with your church obligations. There are still few weeks to meet them. If possible
please remit your 2079 financial obligations by December 75th, allowing us to balance the church
account by December 3l-st. Thank you.

) Please remember in your prayer those who are suffering, sick or confined at
home, hospitals and nursing homes, especially our parishioners and friends: Cheryl
Peters (Oxford, CT), Josephine Kosik (Southbury, CT), Stella Korowotny (Serenity
Mountain Manor, Jasper, GA), Helen Warner (NaugatucN CT), Diana Raczkowski

(Naugatuck, CT), Logan Caruso (Wolcott, CT), Robert Klein and Wendell Barry.

) Note: Cheese/Potato pierogi and golabki (stuffed-cabbage), are available for sale in the parish hall.

@ December L: James Nelson

@ December 8: Jack Schweizer

@ December 75: Julia Dudek

@ December 22: Aiden Klein

Mi Rrmnber
' ffi 1ur 5i*
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Advent, History & Meaning
For many Christians unfamiliar with the liturgical year,

there may be some confusion surrounding the meaning of the
Advent season. Some people may know that the Advent season
focuses on expectation and think that it serves as an anticipation
of Christ's birth in the season leading up to Christmas. This is
part of the story, but there's more to Advent.

The word "Advent" is derived from the Latin
word adventus, meaning "coming," which is a translation of the
Greek word parousia. Scholars believe that during the 4e and
Sth centuries in Spain and Gaul, Advent was a season of
preparation for the baptism of new Christians at the January
feast of Epiphany, the celebration of God's incarnation
represented by the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus fMatthew

2:1), his baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist fJohn 1:29), and his first miracle at Cana [John
2:1). During this season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance, prayer, and fasting to
prepare for this celebration; originally, there was little connection between Advent and Christmas.

By the 6th century, however, Roman Christians had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the
"coming" they had in mind was not Christ's first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but his second
coming in the clouds as the .judge of the world. It was not until the Middle Ages that the Advent season
was explicitly linked to Christ's first coming at Christmas.

Advent Today
Today, the season of Advent lasts for four Sundays leading

up to Christmas. At that time, the new Christian year begins with
the twelve-day celebration of Christmastide, which lasts from
Christmas Eve until Epiphany on lanuary 6. (Advent begins on
Sunday that falls between November 27th and December 3'd each
year.l This year Advent begins on Sunday, December Lst and ends
on Tuesday, December 24th.

Advent symbolizes the present situation of the church in these "last days" (Acts 2:17, Hebrews
1:2), as God's people wait for the return of Christ in glory to consummate his eternal kingdom. The
church is in a similar situation to Israel at the end of the Old Testament: in exile, waiting and hoping in
prayerful expectation for the coming of the Messiah. Israel Iooked back to God's past gracious actions on
their behalf in leading them out of Egypt in the Exodus, and on this basis, they called for God once again to
act for them. In the same way, the church, during Advent, looks back upon Christ's coming in celebration
while at the same time looking forward in eager anticipation to the coming of Christ's kingdom when he

returns for his people. In this light, the Advent hymn "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" perfectly represents
the church's cry during the Advent season:

O come, 0 come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appears.

Rejoice! Reioicel
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of Christ's first coming, the church now sings the
song in commemoration of that first coming and in expectation of the second coming in the future.

The liturgical color for this season is purple (Usually a deep purple as opposed to the lighter,
red-violet shade of purple associated with LentJ. [t is also the color of royalty, so traditionally has been
used for Advent in Catholic churches around the world.



The history and the meaning of the Advent wreath
The Advent wreath is part of our long-standing Catholic

tradition. However, the actual origins are uncertain. There is evidence of pre-
Christian Germanic peoples using wreathes with lit candles during the cold
and dark December days as a sign of hope in the future warm and extended-
sunlight days of Spring. In Scandinavia (EuropeJ during Winter, lighted
candles were placed around a wheel, and prayers were offered to the god of
light to turn "the wheel ofthe earth" back toward the sun to lengthen the days
and restore warmth.

By the Middle Ages, the Christians adopted this tradition and used Advent wreaths as part of their
spiritual preparation for Christmas. By 1500, both Catholics and Lutherans had more formal practices
surrounding the Advent wreath.

The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various evergreens,
signiffing continuous life. Even these evergreens have a traditional meaning which can be adapted to our
faith: The Iaurel signifies victory over persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew, immortality; and
cedar, strength and healing. Holly also has a special Christian symbolism: The prickly leaves remind us of
the crown of thorns, and one English Iegend tells of how the cross was made of holly. The circle of the
wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and
the everlasting life found in Christ. Any pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the wreath also
symbolize life and resurrection. All together, the wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul
and the new, everlasting life promised to us through Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered
our world becoming true God, becoming also true man and who was victorious over sin and death
through His own passion, death, and resurrection.

In Advent wreath three candles are purple and one is rose. The
purple candles [first second and fourthJ in particular symbolize the
prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works
undertaken at this time. Also the first candle is a symbol of Hope, the
second symbolizes Peace, and the fourth one is the sign of God's love
towards His creatures. The rose candle is a symbol of |oy and is lit on
the third Sunday, called the Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears
rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing,
because the faithfut have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their

preparation is now half over and they are close to Christmas. The progressive lighting of the candles
symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord's first coming into the world and the
anticipation of His second coming to judge the living and the dead. Some modern day adoptions include
also white candle placed in the middle of the wreath, which represents Christ and is Iit on Christmas Eve.

There is also an old tradition of lighting the Advent wreath within the family, when each candle of
Advent wreath is most appropriately lit at dinner time after the blessing ofthe food. On the First Sunday
of Advent, the father of the family blesses the wreath, and then the youngest chitd lights one purple
candle. On the second Sunday of Adven! the oldest child lights the purple candle from the first week plus
one more purple candle. Upon the third Sunday ofAdvent the mother lights the two previously lit purple
candles plus the rose candle. And finally, the on the fourth Sunday of Advent the father lights all of the
candles of the wreath.

Since Advent is a time to stir-up our faith in the Lord, the wreath and its prayers provide us a way
to augment this special preparation for Christmas. Moreover, this good tradition helps us to remain
vigilant in our homes and not lo se sight of the true meaning of Christmas.

I tf you feet that you have experienced in some ways the blessinfl, in your tife,
maybe it is important to share with others what you have received from God.

ln your Eenerosity, please consider a donation or bequest to Holy Saviour Parish.
Thank you very much and may God continue His blessinf,, upon you.


